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than ten days before them,1 and so they arrived in Cartagena before
the merchantmen.2
This year's English privateers were already out. They swarmed
like wasps. With various more or less definite objectives, alone or in
small squadrons, they went adventuring along the Spanish coast and
among the islands. Then, on the skirts, as it were, of the Mainland
fleet itself, they bore away for Dominica or Trinidad,3 always ready
to pounce upon stragglers. By arriving early in the Indies they
hoped to pick up more or less valuable prizes in vessels converging
on Cartagena or on Havana in anticipation of the fleet's coming.
Surely among these English there was understanding that they were
to gather off the west end of Cuba as summer ended, to take the
plate, if they could, or at least to cut out prizes, from the Mainland or
the New Spain fleet as the Spaniards passed Cape San Antonio, or to
seize them off the north coast of Cuba, between La Sonda and Point
Hicacos (near Matanzas) as the Spanish ships steered their difficult
course for the haven of Havana. Again, as the combined fleets left
that port for Spain, guarded though they were by the armada, the
English dogged their crossing, sometimes sailing brazenly among
them, hardly distinguishable from convoy units.4 This was the con-
tinuing pattern of Elizabeth's 'desultory war on Philip's trade' waged
'with weak squadrons and ever lessening returns'.5
Spanish documents make it plain that Hakluyt and Purchas did
not succeed in recording all the English activities of the year 1592.
Throughout the summer Elizabeth's desultory and sometimes
unidentified warriors ranged the Main, from Coro to the Magda-
lena,6 trading where they could, taking what they might. They
crossed back and forth among the Antilles and harried the settle-
ments of Central America. Although they seized only insignificant
prizes and sometimes encountered difficulties when they sought
fresh food and water, they nevertheless threw the whole region into
panic (some part of which was feigned).
Christopher Newport was out with ea fleete of three ships and a
pinnesse'. Possibly he had visited the Caribbean in 1591.7 Certainly
he was to do so in 1594. Spanish documents appended concerning
1 On March 19. A. de I., 143-3-21, Indiferente General 1102, Medina Sidonia
to Ybarra (?), March 20, 1592. He says elsewhere that this fleet moved so precipi-
tously that many persons were left behind. It was hurried by news that Drake was
putting to sea. Cf. Gorbett, op. cit., n, p. 370.
2 The frigates made Cartagena on May 19.
8 Newport fell with Dominica April 4/14; the Mainland fleet, May i/April 18.
4 Document No. 86 post.           5 Corbett, Successors of Drake, p. 4.
6 Documents Nos. 91, enclosure; 95, 97 post.           7 Gf. Document No. 89post.